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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: A person shall be entitled to 
a patent unless - (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
1 . Claims 17, 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kost 
(6047503). 

Kost (figure 12) shows an improved roof truss comprising a bottom chord (6), a bottom 
plate (2A) disposed underneath and substantially parallel to the bottom chord, means (7) for 
attaching the bottom plate to the bottom chord, spacers (figure 6, the part located between parts 6 
and 1 A and connecting the two sides of the H-shaped), disposed between the bottom plate and 
the bottom chord which create a thermal gap between the bottom plate and the bottom chord, a 
strap (figure 12) located at the intersection of the bottom plate and an interior partition wall, the 
strap passing between bottom plate (2A) and the bottom chord (6), the strap is adapted to be 
fastened to the interior partition wall wherein fasteners can be driven through the planar member 
on either side of the bottom plate so as to attach the bottom plate to the interior partition wall, the 
strap being metal. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: (a) A patent may not be obtained though the 
invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-11, 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Laughlin (1444798) in view of Kost (6047503). 

Laughlin (figure 1) shows an improved roof truss comprising a bottom chord (10'), a top 
chord (26) and at least two intermediate members creating a triangular shape with one of the top 
or bottom chord, a bottom plate (10) disposed beneath and substantially parallel to the bottom 
chord. 

Laughlin does not shows means for attaching the bottom plate to the bottom chord which 
allows separation of the bottom plate from the bottom chord when the bottom plate is attached to 
an interior partition wall and the roof truss rises relative to the interior partition wall, the means 
being a plurality of connectors, the connectors being removable and frangible, the connectors are 
gang plates, the connectors comprise a plurality of wood fasteners and hangers having a plurality 
of holes, the wood fasteners being driven through the holes in the hangers into the bottom plate, 
the bottom chord or both, the hangers being frangible, the hangers having a perforation disposed 
in such a way that if the hanger is severed at the perforation the hanger and fasteners will no 
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longer act to attach the bottom plate to the bottom chord, the hangers being H-shaped, the 
hangers being U-shaped, the hangers being metallic wrap-around hangers. 

Kost shows means(7, figure 6) for attaching the bottom plate to the bottom chord, the 
means being connectors (7), the connectors being removable (only fastened by fasteners 25A, 
25C) and frangible(inherently so as the connectors having holes along the sides), the connectors 
being gang plates, the connectors comprise a plurality of wood fasteners (25 A, 25 C, inherently 
wood fasteners as they connect wood parts together) and hangers having a plurality of holes, the 
wood fasteners being driven through the holes in the hangers into the bottom plate, the bottom 
chord or both, the hangers being frangible, the hangers having a perforation(7A) disposed in such 
a way that if the hanger is severed at the perforation the hanger and fasteners will no longer act 
to attach the bottom plate to the bottom chord, the hangers being H-shaped (7), the hangers being 
U-shaped (8), the hangers being metallic wrap-around hangers. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Laughlin's structure to show means for attaching the bottom plate to the 
bottom chord, the means being connectors (7), the connectors being removable and frangible, the 
connectors being gang plates, the connectors comprise a plurality of wood fasteners and hangers 
having a plurality of holes, the wood fasteners being driven through the holes in the hangers into 
the bottom plate, the bottom chord or both, the hangers being frangible, the hangers having a 
perforation disposed in such a way that if the hanger is severed at the perforation the hanger and 
fasteners will no longer act to attach the bottom plate to the bottom chord, the hangers being H- 
shaped, the hangers being U-shaped, the hangers being metallic wrap-around hangers as taught 
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by Kost because it enables the secured connection of the bottom plate to the bottom chord which 
results in a stable and strong roof structure. 

Laughlin as modified inherently shows the roof structure allows for the separation of the 
bottom plate from the bottom chord when the bottom plate is attached to an interior partition wall 
and the roof truss rises relative to the interior partition wall, the connectors being slidably 
attached to the bottom plate and roof truss (inherently so as the connector is slid between the 
structures before fastening). 

3. Claims 1-2, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laughlin 
(1444798) in view of Thompson (6094880). 

Laughlin (figure 1) shows an improved roof truss comprising a bottom chord (10'), a top 
chord (26) and at least two intermediate members creating a triangular shape with one of the top 
or bottom chords, a bottom plate (10) disposed beneath and substantially parallel to the bottom 
chord. 

Laughlin does not shows means for attaching the bottom plate to the bottom chord which 
allows separation of the bottom plate from the bottom chord when the bottom plate is attached to 
an interior partition wall and the roof truss rises relative to the interior partition wall, the means 
being a plurality of connectors, the connectors are fasteners driven through the bottom plate into 
the bottom of the bottom chord. 

Thompson shows means (col 7 lines 14-17) for attaching the bottom plate to the bottom 
chord, the means being a plurality of connectors, the connectors are fasteners (nails) driven 
through the bottom plate into the bottom of the bottom chord. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Laughlin's structure to show means for attaching the bottom plate to the 
bottom chord, the means being connectors (7), the connectors are fasteners driven through the 
bottom plate into the bottom of the bottom chord as taught by Thompson because it enables the 
secured connection of the bottom plate to the bottom chord which results in a stable and strong 
roof structure. 

Laughlin as modified inherently shows the roof structure allows for the separation of the 
bottom plate from the bottom chord when the bottom plate is attached to an interior partition wall 
and the roof truss rises relative to the interior partition wall. 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laughlin' (1444798) 
in view of Kost (6047503) as applied to claim 1 1 above and further in view of Boozer 
(5743063). 

Laughlin as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for the holes being 
vertically slotted holes. 

Boozer discloses slotted holes (figure 8C) for connecting a hanger (89) to other structural 
members. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Laughlin's modified structure to show the holes being vertically slotted holes 
as taught by Boozer because it would have been an obvious matter of engineering design choice 
to have the holes being vertically slotted holes since applicant has not disclosed that the vertical 
slotted holes solve any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the 
invention would perform equally well with just holes. 
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5. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laughlin (1444798) 
in view ofKost (6047503). 

Laughlin (figure 1) shows an improved roof truss comprising a bottom chord (26), a 
bottom plate (10) disposed underneath and substantially parallel to the bottom chord, spacers 
(10') disposed between the bottom plate and the bottom chord which create a thermal gap 
between the bottom plate and the bottom chord. 

Laughlin does not show means for attaching the bottom plate to the bottom chord. 

Kost shows means (7) for attaching the bottom plate to the bottom chord. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Laughlin's structure to show means for attaching the bottom plate to the 
bottom chord as taught by Kost because it enables the secured connection of the bottom plate to 
the bottom chord which results in a stable and strong roof structure. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 18-19 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12/7/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

As applicant has not presented any arguments to the rejections above. The rejection is 
hereby repeated above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phi D A whose telephone number is 571-272-6864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact th^ Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




